Proceedings of the Royal Society of Medicine 12 essential feature of a granulomatous inflammation of the skin. Therefore one would not expect radium to have a selective action on lupus vulgaris. A case of lupus verrucosus had been treated with unscreened radon seeds in order to produce necrosis, and the result was promising. By this technique the destructive process affected all the tissues, both healthy and diseased, as well as the invading organisms, and the same effect could be obtained by diathermy with this difference, that the application of radon was painless at the time, although quite painful later.
Mr. DUNCAN FITZWILLIAMS (in reply) said he would have thought that radium acted in a manner totally different from that mentioned by Dr. Brain. Radium was an antiseptic, and, if it was placed near a bacterium, the organism would not grow. He attributed the satisfactory effect of radium, in cases of lupus, to its action on the bacillus itself, more especially on any form of cell. He thought its action here was quite different from itaction in a case of carcinoma. The patient has been in perfect health for over ten years at least. Wassermann reaction negative. The menstrual periods began at the age of 13, and have been normal ever since.
October, 1929.-Mercury vapour light treatment was begun. The hair began to grow in about one month, and improvement has been progressive.
(II) Male, aged 27. All hair fell from the body, within about six months, at the age of 13. Pubic hair grew at age of 17. One year ago the scalp was treated by mercury vapour light. Tbe hair began to grow within two months. The* iesthetic effect is now quite good. The occiput is still very thinly covered, but this did not receive much treatment. Eyebrows and eyelashes have grown to some extent, but limbs have remained quite bare. Wassermann reaction negative.
Dr. W. J. O'DoNovAN said that in alopecia areata, mild or severe, he considered general light therapy of the greatest assistance. He had five patients with alopecia totalis of from two to seven years' duration who had done well, but it had required two years' continuous general treatment for the more severe cases. He was not convinced that local applications were more efficacious than rubefacient or blistering treatment.
Plexiform Neuroma.-HENRY CORSI, F.R.C.S. Patient, male, aged 25. One year ago a tumour began to grow on the forearm, on the line of the ulnar nerve. It feels like a flat disc of tangled string, lying beneath the skin, but superficial to the muscles. It has a diameter of 1' in.
The patient, a male, aged 38, developed a nodule on his left arm in October, 1929. When seen in November, he showed a raised vivid erythematous ring of rubberlike consistency, surrounding a flat, slightly pigmented centre. Its dimensions were then 4 by 5 in. The epidermis was movable, though not freely, over the induration, which itself was quito easily movable on the deeper tissues. The ring appeared to widen and break up into scattered nodules. Some of these have now disappeared, but some are still present. In February, June and August of the following year, lesions appeared on the right side of the chest, the back of the neck and the interscapular region. Their appearance and evolution are similar, except
